
Health and Sanitation 

SEC. 8-1-6 REGULATION OF LENGTH OF LAWN AND GRASSES. 

(a) Purpose. This Section is adopted due to the unique nature of the problems 
associated with lawns, grasses and noxious weeds being allowed to grow to 
excessive length in the Village of Nichols. 

(b) Public Nuisance Declared. The Village Board finds that lawns, grasses and 
noxious weeds on non-agricultural lots or parcels of land, within the Village of 
Nichols which exceed twelve (12) inches in length adversely affect the public 
health and safety of the public in that they tend to emit pollen and other 
discomforting bits of plants, constitute a fire hazard and a safety hazard in that 
debris can be hidden in the grass, interferes with the public convenience and 
adversely affects property values of other land within the Village. For that 
reason, any non-agricultural lawn, grass or weed on a lot or other parcel of land 
which exceeds twelve (12) inches in length is hereby declared to be a public 
nuisance, except for property located in a designated floodplain area and/or 
wetland area or where the lawn, grass or weed is part of a natural lawn 
approved pursuant to Section 8-1-5 above. 

(c) Nuisances Prohibited. No person, firm or corporation shall permit any public 
nuisance as defined in Subsection (b) above to remain on any premises owned or 
controlled by him within the Village. 

(d) Inspection. The Weed Commissioner or his designee shall inspect or cause to be 
inspected all premises and places within the Village to determine whether any 
public nuisance as defined in Subsection (b) above exists. 

(e) Abatement of Nuisance 
(1) If the Weed Commissioner shall determine with reasonable certainty that 

any public nuisance as defined in Subsection (b) above exists, he shall 
immediately cause written notice to be served that the Village proposes to 
have the lot grass or lawn cut so as to conform with this Section and 
Section 8-1-5. 

(2) The notice shall be served at least five (5) days prior to the date of the 
hearing and shall be mailed or served on the owner of the lot or parcel of 
land or, if he is not known and there is a tenant occupying the property, 
then to the tenant, of the time and place at which the hearing will be 
held. 

(f) Due Process Hearing. If the owner believes that his grasses or weeds are not a 
nuisance, he may request a hearing before the Village Board. The request for 
said hearing must be made in writing to the Village Clerk's office within the 
five (5) days set forth in the Weed Commissioner's notice. If a special meeting 
is requested, the cost thereof shall be paid by the property owner. Upon 
application for the hearing, the property owner must deposit a Twenty-five 
Dollar ($25.00) bond. If a decision is rendered in the property owner's favor, 
the Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) will be returned to the property owner. If the 
property owner fails to appear for the hearing or if the decision is rendered 
against the property owner, the deposit shall be forfeited and applied to the cost 
of Village personnel abating the nuisance, if necessary. When a hearing is 
requested by the owner of the property, a hearing by the Village Board shall be 
held within seven (7) days from the date of the owner's request. The property 
in question will not be mowed by the Village until such time as the hearing is 
held by the Board. At the hearing, the owner may appear in person or by his 
attorney, may present witnesses in his own behalf and may cross-examine 
witnesses presented by the Village as well as subpoena witnesses for his own 
case. At the close of the hearing, the Village Board shall make its determina -
tion in writing specifying its findings, facts, and conclusions. If the Village 
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(2) Natural lawns shall not be removed through the process of burning unless 
stated and approved as one of the management and maintenance techniques 
in the Lawn Management Plan. The Fire Chief shall review all requests to 
burn natural lawns and shall determine if circumstances are correct and all 
applicable requirements have been fulfilled to insure public safety. Burning 
of natural lawns shall be strictly prohibited unless a written permit to burn 
is issued by the Fire Chief. The Fire Chief shall establish a written list of 
requirements for considering each request to burn natural lawns, thereby 
insuring the public safety. In addition, the property owner requesting 
permission to burn the natural lawn shall produce evidence of property 
damage and liability insurance identifying the Village as a party insured. A 
minimum amount of acceptable insurance shall be Three Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($300,000.00). 

(f) Revocation Of An Approved Natural Lawn Management Plan Permit. The Village 
President, upon the recommendation of the Weed Commissioner, shall have the 
authority to revoke an approved Natural Lawn Management Plan Permit if the 
owner fails to maintain the natural lawn or comply with the provisions set forth 
in this Section. Notice of intent to revoke an approved Natural Lawn 
Management Plan Permit shall be appealable to the Village Board. All applica-
tions for appeal shall be submitted within fifteen (15) calendar days of receipt of 
the written Notice of Intent to revoke the approved Natural Lawn Management 
Plan. Failure to file an application for appeal within the fifteen (15) calendar 
days shall result in the revoking of the Natural Lawn Management Plan Permit. 
All written applications for appeal filed within the fifteen (15) calendar day 
requirement shall be reviewed by the Village Board in an open meeting. The 
decision rendered by the Village Board shall be final and binding. 

(g) Public Nuisance Defined — Abatement After Notice. 
(1) The growth of a natural lawn as defined in this Section shall be considered 

a public nuisance unless a Natural Lawn Management Plan has been filed 
and approved and a permit is issued by the Village as set forth in this 
Section. Violators shall be served with a notice of public nuisance by 
certified mail to the last-known mailing address of the property owner. 

(2) If the person so served with a notice of public nuisance violation does not 
abate the nuisance within ten (10) days, the Enforcement Officer may 
proceed to abate such nuisance, keeping an account of the expense of the 
abatement, and such expense shall be charged to and paid by such property 
owner. Notice of the bill for abatement of the public nuisance shall be 
mailed to the owner of the premises and shall be payable within ten (10) 
calendar days from receipt thereof. Within sixty (60) days after such costs 
and expenses are incurred and remain unpaid, the Village Clerk shall enter 
those charges onto the tax roll as a special tax as provided by State 
statute. 

(3) The failure of the Village Clerk to record such claim or to mail such notice 
or the failure of the owner to receive such notice shall not affect the right 
to place the Village expense on the tax rolls for unpaid bills for abating 
the public nuisance as provided for in this Section. 

(h) Penalty. 
(1) Any person, firm or corporation which does not abate the nuisance within 

the required time period or who otherwise violates the provisions of this 
Section shall be subject to the general penalty found in Section 1-1-6. 

(2) In addition to any penalties herein provided, the Village may issue stop 
work orders upon owners of lots where work is unfinished under a prev-
iously issued building permit for any violation of this Section. 
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(g) 

Board determines that a public nuisance did exist, the Board shall order the 
Weed Commissioner to mow the property in question unless the property has 
been mowed by the owner within forty-eight (48) hours of the Village Board's 
decision. If the owner does not abate the nuisance within the described 48 
hours, the Weed Commissioner shall cause the same nuisance to be abated and 
cost in excess of the forfeited fee assessed accordingly. 
Village's Option To Abate Nuisance In any case where the owner, occupant or 
person in charge of the property shall fail to cut his lawn, grass or weeds as set 
forth above, then, and in that event, the Village may elect to cut said lawn, 
grass or weeds as follows: 
(1) The written notice required in Subsection (e) shall inform said person that 

in the event of his failure to abate the nuisance within the prescribed time, 
the Village shall abate the same and the cost thereof shall be assessed to 
the property owner as a special charge. 

(2) The Village shall cut or cause to be cut all grass and weeds from the 
subject's property and shall charge the expenses of so doing at a rate as 
established by resolution by the Village Board. The charges shall be set 
forth in a statement to the Village Clerk who, in turn, shall mail the same 
to the owner, occupant or person in charge of the subject premises If 
said statement is not paid in full within thirty (30) days thereafter, the 
Village Clerk shall enter the charges in the tax roll as a special tax against 
said lot or parcel of land, and the same shall be collected in all respects 
like other taxes upon real estate, or as provided under Sec. 66.615(3)(f), 
Wisconsin Statutes.  

SEC. 8-1-7 COMPULSORY CONNECTION TO VILLAGE SEWER AND 
WATER SYSTEM. 

(a) Whenever public sewer or water service has become available to any building 
used for human habitation or human occupancy, the Village Board shall notify in 
writing the owner, agent or occupant thereof to connect such facilities thereto. 
If such persons to whom the notice has been given shall fail to comply for more 
than ten (10) days after notice, the Village Board shall cause the necessary 
connections to be made and the expenses thereof to be assessed as a special tax 
against the property pursuant to Section 144.06 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

(b) The Village Board may extend the time for connection hereunder or may grant 
other temporary relief where strict enforcement would work an unnecessary 
hardship without corresponding public or private benefit. 

(c) This Section is enacted pursuant to Section 144.06 of the Wisconsin Statutes.  

SEC. 8-1-8 UNAUTHORIZED DISCHARGE OF WATER. 

(a) It is unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to discharge any water into 
the Village of Nichols sanitary sewers from any connecting eave troughs, rain 
water leaders, down spouts, including cistern overflows, surface drains, foundation 
drains, drain tiles, sump pumps, air conditioning systems, industrial cooling 
operations, or the like. 

(b) It is required that every residence, dwelling, or structure in the Village of 
Nichols of every kind or nature, under which there is a basement or cellar in 
which there is a floor drain or other outlet connected with the sanitary sewer 
system of the Village of Nichols, to have all leaking basement walls effectively 
sealed against the admission of water and any basement which cannot be  
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effectively sealed to have the floor drain or other outlet sealed against any 
further admission of clear water. 

(c) It is required that every residence, dwelling, or structure in the Village, under 
which there is a basement or cellar in which there is a floor drain or other 
outlet connect with the sanitary sewer system of the Village of Nichols, to have 
a sump pump, and foundation drain tile system or floor gutter system constructed 
in such manner as to effectively collect ground water seepage along basement 
walls and to discharge this collected water in a manner and to a point outside 
the building lines where it cannot gain admission into the sanitary sewer system. 

(d) It is required that the owner of any property situated in the Village of Nichols, 
whereon a building sewer is determined to contribute excessive amounts of 
infiltrated clear water to the sanitary sewer system, to either seal or replace 
such building sewer. 

(e) It is required that the owner of any property situated in the Village whereon 
any eave troughs, rain water leaders, down spouts, cistern overflows, surface 
drains, foundation drains, drain tiles, sump pumps, air conditioning systems, 
industrial cooling operations, or the like, are presently connected so as to 
discharge into the sanitary sewer system of the Village of Nichols, to disconnect 
all such connections. 

(f) It is required that every residence, dwelling, or other structure in the Village of 
Nichols under which there is a basement or cellar in which there is a floordrain 
or other outlet connected with the sanitary sewer system of the Village to be 
equipped with eave troughs and roof leaders or downspouts and each such roof 
leader or downspout shall be so extended, constructed, or otherwise arranged as 
to convey the water at least five (5) feet from the foundation walls of the 
building or otherwise release the water in such manner or at such point as will 
not permit the water to drain toward the basement walls. 

(g) The Village officials and other duly authorized employees of said Village of 
Nichols, bearing proper credentials and identification, are hereby permitted and 
authorized, at all reasonable times to enter upon all properties within said 
Village for the purpose of inspecting, observing, and testing to ascertain 
compliance with this Section. 

(h) Every person, firm or corporation in said Village of Nichols shall within thirty 
(30) days of the effective date of this resolution comply with this Section. A 
person, firm or corporation shall for good cause shown to the Village Clerk be 
granted an extension of not more than sixty (60) days to comply with this 
Section in addition to the first thirty (30) days herein upon a written request 
for said extension setting forth the reason for delay and compliance with this 
Section. Any person, firm, or corporation who fails to comply with this Section 
within the time limits aforesaid shall be subject to a forfeiture as prescribed in 
Section 1-1-6 
 



 

CHAPTER 2  

Pollution Abatement 

 8-2-1 Cleanup of Spilled or Accidentally Discharged Wastes 

 8-2-2 Storage of Polluting Substances 

SEC. 8-2-1 CLEANUP OF SPIT T ED OR ACCIDENTALLY DISCHARGED 
WASTES. 

(a) Cleanup Required. All persons, firms, or corporations delivering, hauling, 
disposing, storing, discharging or otherwise handling potentially polluting 
substances, solid or liquid, such as, but not limited to, the following: fuel oil, 
gasoline, solvents, industrial liquids or fluids, milk, grease trap and septic tank 
wastes, sewage sludge, sanitary sewer wastes, storm sewer catch-basin wastes, oil 
or petroleum wastes, shall immediately clean up any such spilled material to 
prevent its becoming a hazard to health or safety or directly or indirectly 
causing pollution to the lakes and streams under the jurisdiction of the Village. 

(b) Notification_ Spills or accidental release of hazardous materials or pollutants 
at a site or of a quantity or nature that cannot adequately be cleaned up by the 
responsible party or parties shall be immediately reported to the Village Clerk-
Treasurer so that assistance can be given by the proper agency. 

(c) Financial Liability. The party or parties responsible for the release, escape or 
discharge of wastes shall be held financially liable for the cost of any cleanup or 
attempted cleanup deemed necessary or desirable and undertaken by the Village, 
or its designated agent, in an effort to minimize the pollutional effects of the 
discharged waste. 

SEC. 8-2-2 STORAGE OF POLLUTING SUBSTANCES. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to store any potentially 
polluting substances unless such substances are stored in such manner as to securely 
prevent them from escaping onto the ground surface and/or into any street, sewer, 
ditch or drainageway, lake or stream within the jurisdiction of the Village of Nichols.  

 


