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(b) Loss of Legal Nonconforming Status. A sign loses its nonconforming status if 
one (1) or more of the following occurs: 
(1) The sign is structurally altered in any way, except for normal maintenance 

or repair, which tends to or makes the sign less in compliance with 
requirements of this Article than it was before alteration; 

(2) The sign is relocated;  
(3) The sign fails to conform to the Village requirements regarding maintenance 

and repair, abandonment or dangerous or defective signs; 
(4) On the date of occurrence of any of the above, the sign shall  be 

immediately brought in compliance with this Article or shall be removed. 
(c) Legal Nonconforming Sign Maintenance and Repair. Nothing in this Article shall 

relieve the owner or use of a legal nonconforming sign or the owner of the 
property in which the sign is located from the provisions of this Article 
regarding safety, maintenance and repair of signs. 

SEC. 13-1-108 WIND PRESSURE AND DEAD LOAD REQUIREMENTS. 

All billboards, signs and other advertising structures shall be designed and constructed 
to withstand a wind pressure of not less than thirty (30) pounds per square foot of 
area and shall be constructed to receive dead loads as required in the Building Code 
or other ordinances of the Village of Nichols. 

SEC. 13-1-109 ABANDONED BILLBOARDS AND SIGNS. 

Except as otherwise herein provided, all billboards and/or sign messages shall be 
removed by the owner or lessee of the premises upon which an off -premise sign/ 
billboard is located when the business it advertised is no longer conducted where 
advertised. If the owner or lessee fails to remove the sign/billboard, the Village 
Board shall  give the owner sixty (60) days'  written notice to remove said 
sign/billboard and thereafter, upon the owner's or lessee's failure to comply, may 
remove such sign/billboard, any costs for which shall be charged to the owner of the 
property or may be assessed as a special assessment against the property, and/or the 
Village Board may take any other appropriate legal action necessary to attain com-
pliance. 

SEC. 13-1-110 THROUGH SEC. 13-1-119 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 



No operation or activity shall emit into the ambient air from any direct or portable  
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ARTICLE I 

Performance Standards -- Industrial Developments 

SEC. 13-1-120 ARTICLE INTENT. 

It is the intent of this Article to use performance standards for the regulation of 
industrial uses to facilitate a more objective and equitable basis for control and to 
insure that the community is adequately protected from potential hazardous and 
nuisance-like effects. 

SEC. 13-1-121 NOISE. 

No operation or activity shall transmit any noise exceeding 75 dBA from 7:00 a.m. to 
11:00 p.m. and 65 dBA from 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. beyond the property line. The 
following noises are exempt from the regulations: 
(a) Noises not directly under the control of the property owner.  
(b) Noises from temporary construction or maintenance activities during daylight 

hours. 
(c) Noises from emergency, safety or warning devices.  

SEC. 13-1-122 VIBRATION. 

(a) No operation or activity shall transmit any physical vibration that is above the 
vibration perception threshold of an individual at or beyond the property line of 
the source. Vibration perception threshold means the minimum ground- or 
structure-borne vibrational motion necessary to cause a normal person to be 
aware of the vibration by such direct means as, but not limited to, sensation by 
touch or visual observation of moving objects. 

(b) Vibrations not directly under the control of the property user and vibrations 
from temporary construction or maintenance activities shall be exempt from the 
above standard. 

SEC. 13-1-123 EXTERNAL LIGHTING. 

No operation or activity shall produce any intense glare or lighting with the source 
directly visible beyond an Industrial District's boundaries. 

SEC. 13-1-124 ODOR. 

No operation or activity shall emit any substance or combination of substances in such 
quantities that create an objectionable odor as defined in Chapter NR 154.18, 
Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

SEC. 13-1-125 PARTICULATE EMISSIONS. 
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source any matter that will affect visibility in excess of the limitations established in 
Chapter NR 154.11, Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

SEC. 13-1-126 VISIBLE EMISSIONS. 

No operation or activity shall emit into the ambient air from any direct or portable 
source any matter that will affect visibility in excess of the limitations established in 
Chapter NR 154.11(6), Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

SEC. 13-1-127 HAZARDOUS POLLUTANTS. 

No operation or activity shall emit any hazardous substances in such a quantity, 
concentration or duration as to be injurious to human health or property, and all 
emissions of hazardous substances shall not exceed the limitations established in 
Chapter NR 154.19, Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

SEC. 13-1-128 AND SEC. 13-1-129 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 
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ARTICLE J 

Satellite Earth Stations; Television or Radio Antenna Towers 

SEC. 13-1-130 SATELLITE EARTH STATIONS. 

(a) Permit Required. No owner shall, within the Village, build, construct, use or 
place any type of satellite earth station until a permit shall have first been 
obtained from the Village Clerk. 

(b) Definitions. 
(1) For purposes of this Section, a "satellite television dish" or "earth station" 

is defined as an apparatus capable of receiving communications from a 
transmitter or a transmitter relay located in a planetary orbit. They are 
also commonly referred to as disks, satellite communications systems or 
home earth stations. 

(2) "Owner" means the holder of record of an estate in possession in fee 
simple, or for life, in land or real property, or a vendee of record under a 
land contract for the sale of an estate in possession in fee simple or for 
life but does not include the vendor under a land contract. A tenant in 
common or joint tenant shall be considered such owner to the extent of his 
interest. The personal representative of at least one (1) owner shall be 
considered an owner. 

(c) Application. Application for a satellite earth station permit shall be made in 
writing to the Village Clerk. With such application, there shall be submitted a 
fee of Five Dollars ($5.00) and a complete set of plans and specifications, 
including a plot plan showing the location of the proposed satellite earth station 
with respect to adjoining alleys, lot lines and buildings. If such application 
meets all requirements of this Section, the application shall be approved. 

(d) Installation Restrictions. Satellite earth stations installed in any zoning district 
within the Village shall comply with the following provisions: 
(1) Number of Units. Not more than one (1) satellite earth station may be 

allowed per individual recorded lot except additional stations may be 
permitted upon application for a variance in non-residential zones. 

(2) Location and Setbacks.  
a. Any satellite dish mounting post shall only be located in the rear yard 

of a residential lot and at least seven (7) feet from any property line. 
Placement of a satellite dish in a business or industrial district shall 
not be allowed unless a special exception is granted by the Village 
Board. 

b. If the dish cannot receive a usable satellite signal in the rear yard of 
any residential lot but can receive such a signal while located in a side 
yard, it may be located only in a side yard after receiving approval 
from the Village Board. For corner lots, a side yard is only a yard 
that does not face a street. 

c. If the dish cannot receive a usable satellite signal from either the rear 
or side yards, it may be located only on the roof of any main or 
accessory building on the lot. Attachment to the roof shall be subject 
to engineering calculations being prepared by a registered professional 
engineer certifying that the proposed satellite television dish installa-
tion is structurally sound. 

d. No dish shall be placed in the front yard of any residential, business or 
industrial lot in the Village. 
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e. The Village Board shall determine whether a signal constitutes a usable 
satellite signal, based on evidence provided by the person seeking a 
permit to erect or construct the dish. 

(3) Mounting. Satellite earth stations located in agricultural or residential 
districts shall be ground-mounted only. Satellite earth stations may be 
wall- or roof-mounted in business or industrial districts only. Satellite 
earth stations attached to the wall or roof of any principal or accessory 
structure shall be subject to the structure being constructed to carry all 
imposed loading. The Village may require engineering calculations. 

(4) Diameter. The diameter of the satellite television dish shall not exceed ten 
(10) feet for the ground-mounted dish and eight (8) feet for the roof-
mounted dish, except for stations used to provide community antenna 
television services. 

(5) Height. 
a. A ground-mounted satellite dish may not exceed twelve (12) feet in 

height, as measured from the ground to the highest point of the dish. 
b. A roof-mounted satellite dish may not exceed ten (10) feet in height 

above the surrounding roof line as measured from the lowest point of 
the existing roof line. 

(6) Wind Pressure. All satellite earth stations shall be permanently mounted in 
accordance with the manufacturer's specifications for installation. All such 
installations shall meet a minimum wind load design velocity of eighty (80) 
mph. 

(7) Electrical Installations. Electrical installations in connection with earth 
satellite receiving stations, including grounding of the system, shall be in 
accordance with the National Electrical Safety Code, Wisconsin State 
Electrical Code and the instructions of the manufacturer. In cases  of 
conflict, the stricter requirements shall govern. All cable used to conduct 
current or signals from the satellite earth station to the receivers shall be 
installed underground unless installation site conditions preclude under -
ground. If a satellite earth station is to be used by two (2) or more 
residential property owners, all interconnecting electrical connections, 
cables and conduits must also be buried. The location of all such under-
ground lines, cables and conduits shall be shown on the application for a 
permit. All satellite earth stations shall be grounded against direct 
lightning strikes. 

(8) Temporary Placement. No portable or trailer-mounted satellite earth station 
shall be allowed, except for temporary installation for on-site testing and 
demonstration purposes for periods not exceeding ten (10) days. However, 
such trial placement shall be in accordance with all provisions of this 
Section. Failure to comply shall result in a citation being issued for 
violation of this Section. Any person making such temporary placement 
shall give written notice to the Village Clerk of the date when such 
placement shall begin and end. 

(9) Advertising. No form of advertising or identification, sign or mural is 
allowed on the dish or framework other than the customary manufacturer's 
identification plates. The satellite dish shall not be used as a medium for 
advertisements, signs, murals, endorsements, etc., other than carrying the 
name of the manufacturer. 

(10) Interference with Broadcasting. Satellite earth stations shall be filtered 
and/or shielded so as to prevent the emission or reflection of an electro -
magnetic radiation that would cause any harmful interference with the radio 
and/or television broadcasting or reception on adjacent properties. In the 
event that harmful interference is caused subsequent to its installation, the  


