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SEC. 15-1-1 BUILDING CODE ESTABLISHED. 

(a) Title. This Chapter shall be known as the "Building Code of the Village of 
"Nichols" and will be referred to in this Chapter as "this Code," "this Chapter" 
or "this Ordinance " 

(b) Purpose. This Chapter provides certain minimum standards, provisions and 
requirements for safe and stable design, methods of construction and uses of 
materials in buildings and/or structures hereafter erected, constructed, enlarged, 
altered, repaired, moved, converted to other uses or demolished and regulates the 
equipment, maintenance, use and occupancy of all such buildings and/or struc-
tures. Its purpose is to protect and foster the health, safety and well -being of 
persons occupying or using such buildings and the general public. 

(c) Scope. New buildings hereafter erected in, or any building hereafter moved 
within or into the Village, shall conform to all the requirements of this Chapter 
except as they are herein specifically exempted from part or all of its provisions. 
Any alteration, enlargement or demolition of an existing building and any 
installation therein of electrical, gas, heating, plumbing or ventilating equipment 
which affects the health or safety of the users thereof or any other persons is a 
"new building" to the extent of such change. Any existing build ing shall be 
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considered a "new building" for the purposes of this Chapter whenever it is used 
for dwelling, commercial or industrial purposes, unless it was being used for such 
purpose at the time this Chapter was enacted. The provisions of this Chapter 
supplement the laws of the State of Wisconsin pertaining to construction and use 
and the Zoning Code of the Village and amendments thereto to the date this 
Chapter was adopted and in no way supersede or nullify such laws and the said 
Zoning Code. 

(d) Permit Officer. For purposes of this Chapter, references to the position of 
Building Inspector  may also mean the Vil lage Clerk for  purposes of  
Administration. Due to population, the Village of Nichols does not provide 
inspection services. 

SEC. 15-1-2 BUILDING PERMITS AND INSPECTION. 

(a) Permit Required. 
(1) General Permit Requirement. No building of any kind shall be moved within 

or into the Village and no new building or structure, or any part thereof, 
shall hereafter be erected, or ground broken for the same, or enlarged, 
altered, moved, demolished, razed or used within the Village, except as 
herein provided, until a permit therefor shall first have been obtained by 
the owner, or his authorized agent, from the Building Inspector. 

(2) Alterations and Repairs. The following provisions shall apply to buildings 
altered or repaired: 
a. Alterations. When not in conflict with any regulations, alterations to 

any existing building or structure accommodating a legal occupancy and 
use but of substandard type of construction, which involves either 
beams, girders, columns, bearing or other walls, room, heating and air 
condition systems, arrangement, light and ventilation, changes in 
location of exit stairways or exits, or any or all of the above, then 
such existing construction shall be made to conform to the minimum 
requirements of this Chapter applicable to such occupancy and use and 
given type of construction. 

b. Repairs. Repairs for purposes of maintenance, or replacements in any 
existing building or structure which do not involve the structural 
portions of the building or structure or which do not affect room 
arrangement, light and ventilation, access to or efficiency of any exist 
stairways, or exits, fire protection, or exterior aesthetic appearance and 
which do not increase a given occupancy or use, shall be deemed minor 
repairs. 

c. Alterations When Not Permitted.  When any existing building or 
structure, which, for any reason whatsoever, does not conform to the 
regulations of this Chapter, has deteriorated from any cause whatsoever 
to an extent greater than fifty percent (50%) of the equalized value of 
the building or structure, no alterations or moving of such building or 
structure shall be permitted. Any such building or structure shall be 
considered a menace to public safety and welfare and shall be ordered 
vacated and thereafter demolished and debris removed from the 
premises. 

d. Alterations and Repairs Required. When any of the structural members 
of any building or structure have deteriorated from any cause 
whatsoever to less than their required strength, the owner of such a 
building or structure shall cause such structural members to be restored 



Building Code 

to their required strength; failing in which the building or structure 
shall be considered a menace to public safety and shall be vacated and 
thereafter no further occupancy or use of the same shall be permitted 
until the regulations of this Chapter are complied with. 

e. Extent of Deterioration.  The amount and extent of deterioration of 
any existing building or structure shall be determined by the Building 
Inspector, upon the recommendation of the Assessor. 

(b) Application. Application for a building permit shall be made in writing upon a 
form furnished by the Building Inspector or his designee and shall state the 
name and address of the owner of the land and also the owner of the building if 
different, the legal description of the land upon which the building is to be 
located, the name and address of the designer, the use to which said building is 
to be put and such other information as the Building Inspector may require. 

(c) Waiver of Plans; Minor Repairs. 
(1) Waiver. If the Building Inspector finds that the character of the work is 

sufficiently described in the application, he may waive the filing of plans 
for alterations, repairs or moving, provided the cost of such work does not 
exceed Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00). 

(2) Minor Repairs. The Building Inspector may authorize minor repairs or 
maintenance work on any structure or to heating, ventilating or air 
conditioning systems installed therein valued at less than Seven Hundred 
Fifty Dollars ($750.00), as determined by the Building Inspector, which do 
not change the occupancy area, exterior aesthetic appearance, structural 
strength, fire protection, exits, light or ventilation of the building or 
structure without issuance of a building permit. Re-roofing shall be 
considered an exempt minor repair. 

(d) proval of Plans. 
(1) If the Building Inspector determines that the building will comply with 

ordinances and orders of the Village, he may issue a building permit which 
shall state the use to which said building is to be put, which shall be kept 
and displayed at the site of the proposed building. After being approved, 
the plans and specifications shall not be altered in any respect which 
involves any of the above-mentioned Ordinances, laws or orders, or which 
involves the safety of the building or the occupants, except with the 
written consent of the Building Inspector. 

(2) In case adequate plans are presented for part of the building only, the 
Building Inspector, at his discretion, may issue a permit for that part of 
the building before receiving the plans and specifications for the entire 
building. 

(e) Permit Lapses. A building permit shall lapse and be void unless building 
operations are commenced within six (6) months or if construction has not been 
completed within one (1) year from the date of issuance thereof. 

(f) Revocation of Permits. 
(1) The Building Inspector may revoke any building permit issued under the 

regulations of this Chapter and may stop construction or use of approved 
new materials, equipment, methods of construction, devices or appliances for 
any of the following reasons: 
a. Whenever the Building Inspector shall find at any time that applicable 

ordinances, laws, orders, plans and specifications are not being complied 
with and that the holder of the permit refused to conform after written 
warning or construction has been issued to him. 


